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AGM, Sunday March 21 st 2010  
The AGM was held on 21st March at Blagdon Lodge. The disappointing thing about this year's AGM was that only twelve 
people bothered to attend. We all met at around noon, enjoyed a glass or two of wine and then we sat down to listen to 
John Smythe.  
John is a local bee-keeper and something of an authority on bees. He brought along a glass sided section of a hive with all 
the bees in there actively working on their honeycomb. It was really fascinating - evidently the big problem that bees have 
at the moment is from a parasite called verouer. This is a a flea which is having a massively detrimental effect on the 
current bee populations.  
Chris Klee proposed a vote of thanks to John for his interesting talk.  
After John's talk it was time for lunch from Elaine's kitchen which, as usual, was terrific - at any rate Peter McGuckian 
thought it so good he had two! Most people brought along a raffle prize and Brian Kick ran the raffle and again made 
money for branch funds.  
The president Chris Klee, and our chairman Alfie Pope, reported favourably on the branches activities which had all been 
well supported.  
All the current standing officers were re-elected and Malcolm Fisher agreed to come on board - this had the unanimous 
approval of the meeting.  
The president thanked all the committee for their work, he also thanked Nick Mitchell for arranging the printing of this 
years newsletter which, for the first time was in colour and Roy Buckland and Howard Grason for writing and designing it.  

Junior Coaching 2010  
Once again junior coaching took place at Chew Valley Lake on five consecutive Friday evenings starting 14th May and 
running until 11th June.  
During that time the branch gave a total of fifty six lessons, the highest number we have achieved in the three years we 
have been running the course. Again we have to thank the usual stalwarts who freely give their time to work at this event. 
This year we particularly have to thank Malcolm Fisher, Pete McGuckian and Len Harvey. Len came to every evening and 
his fly tying class proved very popular. Every week all had a session of boat fishing with Malcolm and Pete in charge of the 
boats. This also is very popular but sadly the fish chose not to join in the party. Fishing conditions were very difficult for all 
the other anglers we spoke to over that period.  
At the end of the course Chris Klee was able to present all the juniors who took part with fishing glasses and a 
presentation box of flies. However we were eclipsed by Len who gave them all one of his beautiful hand made priests.  
We will again give those who have not been on the course before a free one year's membership of the Salmon and Trout 
Association.  
Our thanks to Bristol Water who once again generously gave us two free boats and full use of their teaching equipment. 
We will donate some more fishing rods and lines to them.  

Royal Bath and West Show. June 2nd -  June 5th  
 The Royal Bath & West Show was held at Shepton Mallet show ground from 2nd - 5th June 2010. The branch did not have 
a teaching and promotion stand at this year's show but, as usual, Brian Kick ran the 'casting for the disabled' over the 
three days of the disabled games. This year Brian was ably assisted for the three days by Alfie Pope and as usual the event 
proved very popular with all the contestants taking part. This is a very rewarding thing to do and we are all grateful to 
Brian and Alfie for all their efforts. In March we took part in the West of England game fair on behalf of the Salmon & 
Trout Association which is also held at the Bath & West show ground. This is run over a weekend and at times was very 
busy. Malcolm Fisher was there creating a lot of interest with his fly tying and we did a lot of promoting of our branch 
along with getting people to sign up for the S&TA e-newsletter. Both Peter McGuckian and Chris Elms worked on the 
stand with Malcolm.  



Litton Day.  Sunday, June 13th 2010  

Members Day. Sunday, September 12, 2010  

Twenty members came to this years event, everybody chose to boat fish although other bank 
anglers on the day also did very well. 
Sixty seven fish were taken by members, the best one fell to Paul Middle, a beautifully 
conditioned rainbow of three pound two ounces. This fish also took the Lord Darling trophy - 
well done Paul. Paul also took a limit bag of eight. Rod Newman and Chris Elms in boat nine 
both took limit bags as did Mike Smith in boat eighteen.  
Supper as usual was prepared for us by Elaine and her colleagues and again it was up to its 
normal high standard.  
Our chairman Alfie Pope welcomed all members and thanked everybody for coming. He then 
presented the trophy to Paul Middle. He also thanked Elaine's team for their work and Bristol 
Water for the use of Blagdon Lodge.  

Annual Dinner 2010 . Friday, November 19, 2010  
More than 30 people came to this year's annual dinner and despite the misgivings about the 
quality of the food, everyone had a great time and the food of course was fine.  
It was good to see the wife of our late chairman, Ann Gleave, join us together with her 
daughter Karen.  
The evening started with a witty grace said by our president Chris Klee and then of course 
the excellent dinner. Our chairman Alfie Pope proposed the loyal toast and followed with 
the toast to the Salmon and Trout Association.  
The speaker this year was branch member Richard Cripps and his subject was 'Conservation 
and the Practice of it as far as Rivers and Lakes are Concerned'. This was a very detailed and 

Litton Fun Day was held on Sunday, 13th June. Once again the weather was glorious for 
this event and the fish came to the party so all the anglers caught fish, all on the top to 
small flies. Bristol Water laid on two extra boats for us on the lower lake. They charged 
each angler £40.00 - the normal cost to fish here is £60.00. The lower lake was slightly 
coloured but it did not stop the fish from feeding. Chris Klee bucked the trend, he also 
had fish on a high D from the upper lake during the afternoon. The most unusual catch of 
the day went to Paul Middle with a tench of 4lbs.  

The food as ever was great and Mike Hobbs did a great job with the barbeque. Paul again brought along huge crayfish 
from his own pond. Five ladies joined us and we were very pleased to welcome them. It is the one fishing event we do 
that wives and family can come and enjoy. We finished at 6.30pm having had a lovely day. 

enlightening talk, Richard certainly understands his subject.  
Our thanks again go to Brian and Margaret Kick who ran the raffle with their usual skill and made a healthy profit for 
branch funds. 

Email Addresses… 
We would like your email address if you have one. We do have some from members when they return their booking 
forms but what we really want is an email address for everybody. Just send it to the secretary or to save postage you can 
send it via the branch website. www.bristolsta.co.uk It won't take a moment but it could save the branch significant 
additional postage costs when we need to get hold of you. We will not pass on your email address to third parties. 



AGM – Sunday, March 13 th  2011  
Meet at 12noon at Blagdon Lodge. 
Come and hear at this meeting what your committee have been up to over the past year. This is your opportunity to 
question your branch officers as to what they have been doing in yours and your branch's interest. 
We start at around noon with a complimentary glass of wine or two followed by a talk from Dr Stephen Marsh-Smith the 
director of the Usk & Wye Foundation. We shall then have lunch - cost £14.00 - which again this year will be served by 
Elaine and her team. The menu this year is casserole of spiced Mendip beef followed by sweet and coffee. The raffle 
follows lunch and the AGM proper starts at 2.15.  
 

Junior Fishing Evenings  
The branch will again be running the junior evenings at Chew Valley Lake. These are on Friday evenings from 4.30pm until 
8.30pm starting the 13th May and will run until the 24th June (except June 3rd and June 10th). We need boatmen, fly tying 
and instructing assistance to make this work. 
The previous three years we have run these evenings they have been immensely successful, so, if you feel you could enjoy 
showing youngsters your fishing skills and love for angling, put your name down for those evenings if you would like to 
take part. 

Litton Day – Sunday, June 12 th  2011  
Held at Litton Lakes, this is a really great day out. The cost for those fishing is £35.00. Bring your family to join you at the 
bankside and join in the barbeque. Bring your own food and drink and just have a great day out. The last three years we 
have done this the weather has been fantastic and last year we did catch quite a few fish. 

Members Day – Sunday, September 11 th  2011  
Fishing by boat or bank. The Lord Darling Trophy is awarded for the largest trout caught. Supper in the lodge, again 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ 9ƭŀƛƴŜΩǎ YƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ ! ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ. Starts 10am at Blagdon Lake. 

 
Annual Dinner, Friday, November 4 th  2011  
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ пǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ ²ƻƻŘŦƻǊŘ ƭƻŘƎŜΦ  Black Tie and 7:15pm start. Tick the box on the 
booking form and we will contact you in good time. It will also be on the web site so check there from time to time. All 
current information is always there.  

Royal Bath & West Show  
For many years Brian Kick has looked after the fly casting part of the disabled games at the Bath & West Show with the 
help of branch members who are able to assist. This is run at the same time as the main Bath & West Show during the 
spring bank holiday week. Brian has reached that time of life when he needs to be handing over to a younger person.  It is 
a really worthwhile job and if anybody feels they would like to do it please contact the branch secretary.  Branch members 
are always prepared to assist you and Brian himself will still be there advising and assisting. If you can, please help. 



A new England & Wales Fisheries Group . 

The newish Coalition Government has announced it will abolish the Regional Fisheries, 
Ecology & Recreation Advisory Committees (RFERACs) from the end of March 2011. 
These are the main vehicles for fishery owners and anglers as well as those with a stake in 
aquatic ecology and watery recreation to communicate with, grumble about or try to get 
things done better by, the agency that has responsibility for such matters, vis the 
Environment Agency. 
The committees have existed for many years (as a young lad I was a Fishery Officer 
quaking in my boots in front of one of these august bodies) and are enshrined in law.  
 

 
The Government are introducing a Public Bodies Reform Bill to wield the axe, but as usual things are not all running 
smoothly through the Lords so the Act is unlikely to become law until 2012. This means they are probably acting illegally, 
ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ Ǿƛŀ ŀ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΦ 
As Chair of the South West Committee I do regret the news. From an altruistic point of view the committees have done a 
lot of good, especially back in the days when damage from point source pollution and abstraction was common. They 
fought hard for the interests of fisheries, admittedly not alone, but together we made a difference. They also helped keep 
the EA honest about how well it complied with its statutory duty to maintain, improve and develop fisheries and how it 
used our rod licence income. 

 Finally, they often helped initiate partnership activity which resulted in some of the best 
examples of improvements; fish passes, gravel cleaning, fly abundance surveys and the 
concentration on good habitat. 
From a selfish point of view it means I could be out of a (part time) job. At the age of 67 this 
is not so bad, but they have gone and tempted me with an offer of continuing in a reduced 
role for an extra year. It sounds like the same amount of work for less pay, but enough about 
ƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ άǿƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘέΦ 
The Agency is in the process of setting up a new England & Wales Fisheries Group. This 
makes a lot of sense and has been a de-facto position for some time. Nationally the top EA 
brass meet with Paul Knight, Director of S&TA, Ivor Llewelyn of Atlantic Salmon Trust, Mark Lloyd of Angling Trust, and 
others representing coarse anglers, specimen anglers and sea anglers, about once or twice a year. They also, of course, 
meet the 8 Regional and Wales FRERAC Chairmen some 3 or 4 times. Both types of conclaves consider new policy, set 
licence fees and contribute to strategies to promote better management of fisheries and encourage more people to enjoy 
angling. Since all this applies across the Countries it makes sense to do it just once and not via 8 different bodies.  
Below this level things are all up for grabs. The Gov ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ά[ƻŎŀƭƛǎƳέΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊΦ {ƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ όǎƻǊǊȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
supposed to call it engagement now) will happen. The key will be to allow smallish groups to pass views up to the top in 
ways that will be heard, be in a time to be relevant, and which will allow them to be as well informed about issues as 
RFERAC members currently are. No doubt email or other electronic media will play a role and basing things around either 
the River Basin Panels or subsidiary catchment panels seems very much the flavour of the month.  
These will help with activities to put right factors that have already been identified as likely to cause rivers to fall short of 
meeting good ecological status and if this is achieved then fisheries will be healthy too. 
RFERACs are currently being consulted on both the new England & Wales Group and successor arrangements in the 
different regions (again this is now a dirty word,we have to say local areas, which I suppose makes sense if we meet in 
Pubs).  
In the South West, at a more local level we have a mix of Fishery Forums and annual Seminars that are hosted by the 
Agency. The events are well attended and serve useful purposes that contribute to agreed targets in the Corporate 
Strategy. They are not exclusively fishery groups, but for the future it would be better to expand them further to include 
others who can contribute to wider Catchment Plan measures. This might include landowners, River Trusts, Wildlife Trusts 
and Natural England representatives. 
Not everyone might attend every meeting, but come and go as their interest in the Agenda dictates. 
There are existing collections of interests which have their own regular contact with the EA. The largest is the South West 
Rivers Association and clearly this body which represents hundreds of riparian owners will continue to meet officers. 
Smaller clubs or associations may have to forego having an officer at every one of their AGMs since the number of fisheries 
specialists has reduced. Instead they will be encouraged to send a representative to the larger forum. The Angling Trust has 
set up a freshwater forum in the South West, but it has some way to go before it represents many anglers or is as effective 
at contributing ideas or actions as the RFERAC. I will support it and hope it succeeds. 
 



Biodiversity, beyond that included in River Basin Planning, is already covered by regional and local groups and these 
should continue where they achieve useful outcomes.  
The EA has very minor involvement in recreation, other than angling, in the South West, though the single regional 
officer has done well helping to co-ordinate multi-agency initiatives such as the setting up of local watersport hubs. I 
hope that at least this minimal involvement continues in future. 
We RFERAC Chairs together with the Environment Protection Advisory Committee (REPAC) Chairs are meeting the 
Chairman of the EA and Defra ōƛƎǿƛƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΩ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
άŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ όƳƛƴŜΩǎ ŀ Ǉƛƴǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜύΦ ²Ŝ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŦǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ 5ƻ L ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ά.ƛƎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΚ 
  

Chris Klee 

Save our Wild Salmon  
A number of serious and worrying issues are affecting our wild salmon stocks. The very recent announcement that the 
First Minister of Scotland Alex Salmond MSP has agreed with a recent Chinese delegation, a deal which may mean the 
Scottish fish farming industry may have to double its production of salmon to satisfy Chinese demand. 
We are aware of the hair-raising amount of chemicals needed to control sea lice and the massive escapes from the 
cages which has decimated the wild salmon from the West coast of Scotland.  One hotel on this coast once employed 
20 ghillies and is now down to only two on account of the poor runs of wild fish. It is well known that it takes between  
3 and 5lbs of oily fish such as anchovies, sardines caught in the Far East and turned into pellets to produce 1lb of 
salmon growth which is unsustainable. 
The Scottish government through the EU have recently arranged a £100,000 grant to assist the netsmen on the East 
Coast fishery around the Esk at Montrose.  This flies in the face of Orri Vigfusson efforts in restraining the Faroese from 
netting around the salmon feeding grounds.  How long before the Faroese start netting? 
I believe that Guy Linley-Adams a very able environmental Lawyer whom has been appointed by the Salmon and Trout 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ 
Government see sense and we see a huge improvement to this industry.  
I feel that negotiations will take years as little progress has been forthcoming over the last 10 years. It therefore leads 
me to the conclusion, which I voiced at the recent Branch Officials meeting at Fishmongers Hall, that in the end an 
Interdict will need to be issued on the Scottish Government.   
This is a costly exercise and I therefore contend that a fund will need to be set up to fund this future action as the 
Salmon and Trout Association will not have sufficient funds for this type of case. 
 

Alfred Pope  
 
Alfie has written to Alex Salmond MSP on this subject but has yet to receive a reply. 



Obituary 

EDWARD MICHAEL GLEAVE  
2nd October 1936 -19th July 2010 
 
Mike Gleave was a well known and much liked figure in the fly fishing community 
of Bristol and the West Country. Although a Yorkshire man by birth, Mike moved 
to Bristol while still very young and through his father became a keen naturalist 
and angler at an early age. After National Service Mike found fly fishing and was 
soon a keen and regular angler at Blagdon and the newly opened Chew Valley.  
He was keen to be more involved with the sport and was an early committee 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊǎΩ Cƭȅ CƛǎƘŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мфтл ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
the interests of anglers on the BW reservoirs. He became Chairman in 1989, at the 
ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .wCC!Ωǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΤ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ плл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ 
great success in the competitions all over the country. Mike was an active and 
organised Chairman who looked after the interests of the ordinary members and 
he valued good sportsmanship above cut-throat competition success. Whilst still 
with the BRFFA he took on the Chairmanship of the Bristol & West branch of the 
Salmon & Trout Association in the mid 1990s and gave excellent service for 15 
years.  
After his full-time work as a Director of a timber company ended, Mike worked as 
a part-time Ranger for Bristol Water Fisheries, mostly manning the lodge at 
Blagdon Lake where he looked after visiting anglers giving them the benefit of his 
lifetime fishing experience on where and how to fish the lake. He was a fully 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ .²Ωǎ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
must have taught thousands of people how to fish over the years. He was a tall 
and imposing man with forthright views, but he had a wonderful patience when 
teaching others, especially children and he always imparted the sense that fishing 
should first and foremost be fun.  
He gave generously of his time and experience, mostly on a voluntary basis, and 
will be sadly missed by the anglers and community of the Bristol area.  

 
 
 Joining in…. 

Although you have a very able committee, it would be good to see some new faces taking part in the running of this very 
successful branch. We would be very interested to hear from anyone who feels they would like to play a bigger part in 
the running of your branch. It would not take up much of your spare time as the committee meets only about four times 
a year. Again please contact the secretary, or better still, come to the AGM and talk to the chairman or anyone on the 
committee. 

The Bristol & West Branch of the Salmon & 
Trout Association gratefully acknowledge 
the help and assistance given to them by 

Bristol Water PLC 

Contacts  

Bristol & West Branch 
Salmon & Trout Association 
c/o 8 Millington Drive 
Wingfield Road 
Trowbridge 
BA14 9EA 

Visit our web site at: www.bristolsta.co.uk 

* Licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/

